
General Instructions Based on MLA Format for Works Cited List

This handout contains the most common and most basic of examples. If your source contains more or less information than the model, you must consult The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, Seventh Edition.

1. Place your citations in alphabetical order by author. For citations with no author, alphabetize by the first word in the title. However, if the title begins with “A” or “The,” use the second word.

2. To begin each entry, reverse the author’s first and last name. Within an entry, write a person’s name normally. This also applies to editors, translators, and compilers.

3. For citations that have no author, use the form as given for a publication with an author. Omit any reference to name.

4. Use normal capitalization rules for titles of books and articles; i.e., capitalize the first letter of every important word.

5. Periods separate main parts of an entry. (Example: Author. Title. Date.)

6. Titles of long works such as books, periodicals, and websites are italicized. Titles of short works such articles are enclosed within quotation marks. 

7. Commas and periods always go inside quotation marks.

8. The place of publication is followed by a colon (:). A comma separates the publisher from the date.

9. To type an entry, begin flush with the left margin. If an entry is more than one line, indent five spaces or 1/2 inch from the left margin any line(s) within an entry after the first (hanging indentation). 

10. The entire Works Cited is double-spaced, both within and between entries.

11. Abbreviate all months except May, June, and July.

12. Place the Works Cited at the end of the paper. The heading, Works Cited, is centered one inch from the top of the paper. Pagination continues with the same header used throughout the paper.

13. Each citation must include medium of source, for example, Print, Photograph, DVD, Web, Microform, etc.

14. The following abbreviations, which may be capitalized depending upon their placement within the citation, may be helpful:



n.p.


No place of publication given


 
n.p. 


No publisher given



n.d.


No date of publication given

                        n. pag. 


No pagination given

Print Sources

FOR A BOOK WITH A SINGLE AUTHOR

Author. Title. Place: Publisher, Year. Print.

Example:
Twining, David Thomas. Guide to the Republics of the Former Soviet Union. New York: Greenwood, 

1993. Print.

NOTE: Do not use any titles, such as Dr. and Rev., or indicate any degrees, such as MA.

NOTE: When indicating place of publication, do not indicate the state unless the city is not easily identified. If the city is outside the USA, use an abbreviation of the country with a city not easily identified.

NOTE: Publishing house names are usually shortened. Also, University is indicated by U and University Press by UP. If in doubt, consult the MLA, which contains a list of publishing houses commonly shortened.

FOR TWO OR MORE BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR

First book: Use normal format and place the works in alphabetical order by title.

Second and more books: Use - - - instead of author’s name.

Example: 

Landau, Elaine. Cancer. New York: Twenty-first Century, 1994. Print.

- - -. Epilepsy. New York: Twenty-first Century, 1994. Print.

FOR A BOOK WITH TWO OR THREE AUTHORS

First author’s last name, first name, and second (and third) author’s first name and last name. Title. 

Place: Publisher, Year. Print.

Example: 

Waldrop, Judith, and Marcia Megelonsky. The Seasons of Business. Ithaca, NY: American 

Demographics, 1992. Print.

FOR A BOOK WITH MORE THAN THREE AUTHORS

First author’s last name, first name, et al. Title. Place: Publisher, Year. Print.

Example:
Miller, Judith, et al. Germs: Biological Weapons and America’s Secret War. New York: Simon, 2001. 

Print.

FOR A BOOK WITH AN EDITOR (ed.), TRANSLATOR (trans.), OR COMPILER (comp.)
Editor’s last name, first name, ed. Title. Place: Publisher, Year. Print.

Example:

Hull, Robert, ed. A Prose Anthology of the Second World War. Brookfield, CT: Millbrook, 1993. Print.

NOTE: For a book with more than one editor, translator, or compiler, follow the rules for multiple authors. Use the plural abbreviations eds., trans., and comps., respectively, for two or three. For more than three, use et al. 

FOR A WORK THAT IS IN AN ANTHOLOGY OR COLLECTION

Author’s last name, first name. Title OR “Title.” Title of Anthology or Collection. First and last names 
of editor, translator, or complier. Place: Publisher, Year. Page numbers. Print.

Examples:
Milton, John. “On Shakespeare.” John Milton: Complete Poems and Major Prose. Ed. Merritt Y.  

Hughes.  New York: Odyssey, 1957. 63. Print.

- - -. Paradise Lost. John Milton: Complete Poems and Major Prose. Ed. Merritt Y.  Hughes. 

New York: Odyssey, 1957. 211-469. 

NOTE: If the work cited is normally italicized, italicize it. If it is normally placed within quotation marks, place it within quotation marks.

IN A COLLECTION, A SCHOLARLY ARTICLE THAT HAS NOT CHANGED ITS TITLE

Author’s last name, first name. “Title of Article.” Original Source Information. Original page numbers. 

Rpt. in Current Source. Ed. first and last names. Place: Publisher, year. Current page 

numbers. Print.

Example:

Masci, David. “School Choice Debate.” The CQ Researcher. 18 July 1997. Rpt. in CQ Researcher on 

Teens in America. Washington: Congressional Quarterly, 2001. 59-75. Print.

IN A COLLECTION, A SCHOLARLY ARTICLE THAT HAS CHANGED ITS NAME

Author’s last name, first name. “Title of Current Article.” Current Source. Ed. first and last names. 

Place: Publisher, year. Page numbers. Print. Rpt. of “Original Title.” Original Source 
Information. Original page numbers. 
Example:

Kahn, Robert. “The Endangered Species Act Is Effective.” Endangered Species: Opposing Viewpoints. 

Ed. Helen Cothran. San Diego: Greenhaven, 2001. 54-62. Print. Rpt. of “Landmark Legislation 

Changed the Way We View Planet Earth.” San Diego North County Times 3 Jan. 1999. 

NOTE: Use Rpt. of or Excerpt from where appropriate.

THE PREFACE, FOREWARD, INTRODUCTION, OR AFTERWORD OF A BOOK

Of part cited, author’s last name, first name. Part Cited. Title. By author of complete work. Place: 

Publisher, Year. Page numbers. Print. 

Example:

Powell, Padgett. Introduction. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. By Mark Twain. New York: New 

American Library, 1997. v-xvii. Print.

AN EDITION OR TRANSLATION

Author’s last name, first name. Title. Trans./Ed. first and last name. Place: Publisher, Year. Print.

Examples:

Beowulf. Trans. Burton Raffel. New York: New American Library, 1999. Print.

Shakespeare, William. Julius Caesar. Eds. Louis B. Wright and Virginia A. LaMar. New York: 

Washington Square, 1959. Print.

NOTE: If the material used predominantly concerns the translator’s or editor’s works or comments, reverse the order of the authors.

Example:

Wright, Louis B., and Virginia A. LaMar, eds. Julius Caesar. By William Shakespeare. New York: 

Washington Square, 1959. Print.

NOTE: The terms “edition” or “translation” are used here to indicate that an editor or translator researched and prepared from previous printings a specific version of a text. Use this format, primarily, for works of fiction.

A BOOK WHICH IS PART OF A SERIES

Author’s last name, first name. Title. Place: Publisher, Year. Print. Series name Number in series.

Example: 

Burby, Liza N. Bulimia Nervosa: The Secret Cycle of Bingeing and Purging. New York: Rosen, 1998.


Print. Teen Health Library of  Eating Disorder Prevention 4.

 MULTI-VOLUME WORK

Author’s last name, first name. Title. Ed. first and last name. Vol. Number used. Place: Publisher, Year. 

Print.

Example:

Doyle, Arthur Conan. The Oxford Sherlock Holmes. Ed. Owen Dudley Edwards. Vol. 8. New York:


Oxford UP, 1993. Print.

AN ARTICLE IN A COMMONLY RECOGNIZED REFERENCE BOOK / ENCYCLOPEDIA

“Title of Article.” Title of reference book. Edition. Year. Print.

Examples:

“Fanfare.” Webster’s New World Dictionary. 1995 ed. Print. 

Mohanty, Jitendra. “Indian Philosophy.” Encyclopedia Britannica: Macropedia. 20th ed. 2002. Print.

AN ARTICLE IN A LESS COMMONLY RECOGNIZED REFERENCE BOOK: SINGLE VOLUME

Author’s last name, first name. “Title of article.” Title of reference book. Ed(s). first and last name(s). 

Edition, if applicable. Vol. number, if applicable. Place: Publisher, Year. Page number(s) of 

article. Page numbers. Print.

Example:

Turner, V. W. “Divine Kingship.” A Dictionary of the Social Sciences. Eds. Julius Gould and William 

L. Kolb. 3rd ed. Vol. 4. New York: Free Press, 1995. 48 – 51. Print. 

AN ARTICLE IN A LESS COMMONLY RECOGNIZED REFERENCE SOURCE: MULTI-VOLUME WITH SEPARATE TITLE

Author’s last name, first name. “Article title.” Title of book using. Ed(s). first and last name(s). Place: 

Publisher, Year. Print. Vol. # of multi-volume set. First and last name of gen. ed. Number vols. 

Dates of multi-volume publication. Page numbers of article. Print.

Example:

“Modern Surgery.” Medicine and Health. Eds. James Kinchen and Anne O’Daly. Danbury, CT: Grolier, 

2000. Vol. 8 of Inventions and Inventors. Bridget Giles, gen. ed. 10 vols. 1993-2004. 46-58. 

Print.

PAMPHLET

The format of a pamphlet is identical to that of a book.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION

Name of government. Agency or department abbreviated. Document title. Session / Bill number. Place: 

Publisher, Year. Print.

Examples:

United Nations. Consequences of Rapid Population Growth in Developing Countries. New York: 

Taylor, 1991. Print.

United States. Senate. Hearings on the “Equal Rights” Amendment. 91st Cong., 2nd sess. S. Res. 61. 

Washington, GPO, 1970.Print.

Congressional Record Example:

Cong. Rec. 14 Apr. 2001: 1409-1463. Print.

NOTE: In dealing with US government publications, employ the following abbreviations:

S. Senate




sess.

Session

H. or HR.
House of Representatives

GPO

Government Printing Office

Res. 

Resolution

Doc.

Document

Rept.

Report

NOTE: Most US government documents originate in the Government Printing Office (GPO) in Washington.

NOTE: If the author is known, place his name after Document Title and use By or abbreviation such as Ed. Or Comp.

Example:

United Nations. Consequences of Rapid Population Growth in Developing Countries. By Eben Snow. 

New York: Taylor, 1991. Print.

Or

United Nations. Consequences of Rapid Population Growth in Developing Countries.  Comp. Eben 

Snow. New York: Taylor, 1991. Print.
Print Periodicals

ARTICLE IN A MAGAZINE

Author’s last name, first name. “Title of Article.” Magazine Date: Pages. Print.

Example:

Gibbs, Nancy. “Seven Astronauts, One Fate.” Time 10 Feb. 2003: 30-35. Print.

ARTICLE IN A NEWSPAPER

Author’s last name, first name. “Title of Article.” Newspaper Date, Edition: Sec. Page(s). Print.

Example:

Stein, Rob. “NASA Makes Landmark Confirmation of Big Bang.” News Journal [Wilmington] 12 Feb. 

2003, final ed.: A1. Print.

NOTE: New York Times is written in newspaper article format when in print or microfilm. Use the CR-ROM periodical format for the computer version.

NOTE: If the newspaper title does not contain the city of publication, except for nationally known publications like Wall Street Journal and USA Today, place the city name in brackets after the paper’s title (Example: Daily News [Philadelphia]).

ARTICLE IN A SCHOLARLY JOURNAL

Author’s last name, first name. “Title of Article.” Journal Volume number. Issue number (Date): 

Page(s). Print.

Examples:

Hunter, J. Paul. “Form as Meaning: Pope and the Ideology of the Couplet.” The Eighteenth Century 37 

(1996): 257-270. Print.

Mack, Peter. “Rhetoric and the Essay.” Rhetoric Society Quarterly 23.2 (1993): 41-49. Print.

NOTE: If the article page numbers are not consecutive, write only the first page number and a plus sign (Example: 21+).

A REVIEW IN A PERIODICAL

Reviewer’s last name, first name. “Title of review.” Rev. of Name of the work reviewed, by author’s

name. Magazine or Journal Date. Pages. Print.

Example:

Putnam, Lowell. “Coraline.” Rev. of Coraline, by Neil Gaimon. Children’s Literature Review 08 Jan. 

2010: 23-25. Print.
Non-print Sources

ARTICLE ON MICROFILM OR MICROFICHE

Author’s last name, first name. “Title of Article.” Original Source Information. Microfilm / Microfiche 

Source Volume number (Year): Identifying number(s).

Example:

Donato, Clorinda, et al. “The Enlightenment Revisited: Sources and Interpretations.” RIE Aug. 1997: 

121 pages. Microform.  ERIC ED406276 (1999): fiche 1, grids 7-9.

INTERVIEW YOU CONDUCT

Last name, first name of interviewed. Telephone, Personal, or E-mail interview. Date.

Example:

Wilson, Christine. Personal interview. 4 Feb. 2005.

INTERVIEW THAT HAS BEEN PUBLISHED OR BROADCASTED

Last name, first name of the person interviewed. “Published name of interview.” Title of show or book. 

Name of entity airing it.  Publisher. Place. Date. Medium.
Example:
Obama, Barrack. “A Barbara Walters Special: Barrack and Michelle Obama.”  A Barbara Walters
Interview. ABC. WABC. 11 Jan. 2009. Television.

Breslin, Jimmy. Interview by Neal Conan. Talk of the Nation. Nat’l. Public Radio. WXPN. Philadelphia. 

26 Mar. 2002. Radio.

NOTE: If the interview is untitled, use the descriptive label Interview after the name of the interviewee.

FILM OR VIDEO RECORDING
Title. Dir. Director’s name. Perf. Performers names. Distributor. Year of release. Medium.

Example:

Othello. Dir. Oliver Parker. Perf. Lawrence Fishburne, Kenneth Branagh,  Irene Jacob. Castlerock 

Entertainment. 1995. DVD.
LECTURE, SPEECH, ADDRESS OR READING

Last name, first name of speaker. “Title of speech.” Sponsoring organization.  Location. Date. Medium.
Example:

Aiken, Carol. “Introduction to Mark Twain.” Kennett High School. Kennett Square, PA. 12 May 2009. 

Lecture.

Electronic Sources

BASIC FORMAT FOR WORKS PUBLISHED ON THE “Free” WEB

(Works includes information in all formats: text, image, video, audio, etc.)

Include as many items from the list below as are relevant and available:

1. Name of the author, compiler, creator of the work if available.

2. If the article/work is part of a larger work, place the title of work/article/document/portion used in quotation marks. If not, go on to item 3.

3. Title of the overall Website, italicized, if distinct from item 2.

4. Publisher or sponsor of the site; if not available, use N.p. (followed by a comma)

5. Date of electronic publication or latest update or copyright (day month and year, as available); if nothing is available, use n.d. 

6. Web.

7. Date website accessed/downloaded (day month year).

Web Page Examples:

Stolley, Karl. "MLA Formatting and Style Guide."The OWL at Purdue. Purdue U Online Writing Lab, 2001.Web. 12 May 2009.

“U.N. Chief Calls on World to Help Crisis in Haiti.” CNN.com. Cable News Network, 13 Jan. 2009. Web. 13 Jan. 2009.

Article in an Online Magazine:

Tyre, Peg.  “Standardized Tests in College.” Newsweek.  Newsweek, 16 Nov. 2007. Web. 7 Oct. 2009.

Article in an Online Newspaper:

“The Scientists Speak.” Editorial. New York Times. New York Times, 12 Jan. 2009. Web. 12 Jan. 2009.

Article in an Online Journal:

Armstrong, Grace. “Fortune’s Faces and the Poetics of Contingency.” Bryn Mawr Review of Comparative Literature 6.1 (2007): n. pag. Web. 5 June 2009.

NOTE: If page numbers are given, include them.  Otherwise, use the abbreviation n. pag.
Online Book:

*If the online book was first published, or is still available in print and the print publication information is available, include it.  See specific print examples at the beginning of this handout. 

This is an example of an electronic book for which print information is available.
Bronte, Charlotte.  Wuthering Heights. John Murray ed. [Eng.]:n.p., n.d. Project Guggenheim. Web. 5 Sept. 2009.
NOTE: In this example, ed. refers to edition.
This is an example of an online book only available in electronic format.

Garcia Landa, Jose, comp. A Bibliography of Literary Theory.  U of Spain, 2008. Web. 14 May 2009.
Excerpt from an Online Book:

*If print publication information is available, include it.  See examples of how to cite print sources at the beginning of this handout. *If page numbers are given, include them.  Otherwise, use the abbreviation N. pag.  This is an example with both print information and page number.
Whittier, John G. “A Prayer.” The Freedmen’s Book. Ed. L. Maria Child. Boston: Ticknor and Fields, 1866. 178. Project Guggenheim. Web. 5 Sept. 2009.

NOTE: In this example, Ed. refers to editor.  
Online Government Document:

*If print publication information is available, include it.  See examples of how to cite print Government Documents at the beginning of this handout. This is an example with print publication information.

United States. Dept. of Labor. Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2010-11 ed. Washington: GPO, 2009. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Web. 16 Nov. 2009.

Media on the Web (includes images, maps, charts, artwork, performances):
*If the media is only available on the Web, identify type of medium (map, podcast, etc.)  If, however, the media is available both on and off the web, a photograph or painting, for example, do not include type of medium. Remember, if you use Google Image to locate an image, your source is usually NOT GOOGLE IMAGE.  Rather, it’s the source to which Google directs you. 

These are examples of media sources available on and off the web:

A Song:
Death Cab for Cutie. "Meet Me on the Equinox." New Moon Soundtrack. Atlantic, 2009. Amazon.com. Web. 20 Nov. 2009.
A Painting:

Goya, Francisco. The Family of Charles IV. 1800. Museo del Prado, Madrid. Museo Del Prado Online. Web. 22 May 2009.

A Photograph:

Leongard, John. Martin Luther King, Jr. 1966. Life Online. Web. 12 Jan. 2009.

These are examples of media sources ONLY available on the web. 
Podcast:

“Haitian Earthquake Update.” Podcast. National Public Radio. National Public Radio, 14 Jan. 2009. Web. 15 Jan. 2009.
 Map:

“Kennett Square, Pennsylvania.” Map. Google Maps. Google, 15 Oct. 2009. Web. 20 Dec. 2009.

Photograph:

“Stephanie Meyer.” Photograph. True Twilight. N.p., n.d. Web. 1 Jan. 2009.

BASIC FORMAT FOR SUBSCRIPTION WEBPAGES

*Exercise caution here.  You need to carefully examine your source to determine the type of online source you are using and citing.  Is the article/information you are using unique to this web site? (For example, an article in an online encyclopedia)  Or, was the article/information originally published/produced elsewhere? Elsewhere could be on the web, but on another website, in a book, or in a newspaper, magazine, or journal.  Once you determine the type of source, you need to cite that type of source correctly, using the examples in this handout; then, follow steps 5, and 6 below. Generally, your citations will follow the following format:

1. Name of the author of the document/article, if available.

2. In quotation marks, title of article/document/work used.

3. Source information (This will be the part of your citation which will vary depending upon the type of article/work used).

4. Title of the database, italicized (Skip this step if the database is the source, for example, an online encyclopedia or Issues and Controversies). 
5. Web.

6. Date of access (day month year).

Author’s last name, first name. “Title of article.” Source title. Other source information.
Database title. Web. Day Month Year. 

CHRONICLE GUIDANCE

Chronicle Guidance Publications:
Actors and Actresses. Moravia, NY: Chronicle Guidance, 2008. Chronicle Guidance. Web. 8 Oct. 2009.
FACTS ON FILE 

Issues and Controversies:

“Update: Drug Testing." Issues & Controversies. Facts On File News Services, 18 Jan. 2007. Web. 14 Jan. 2010.
GALE 
Literature Resource Center:

Clark, Lorna J. "A Contemporary's View of Jane Austen." Notes and Queries 43.4 (1996): 418. Literature Resource Center. Web. 16 Nov. 2009.
"Melvin Burgess." Contemporary Authors Online. Detroit: Gale, 2009. Literature Resource Center. Web. 6 Jan. 2010.
Stocks, Anthony G.“Margaret Atwood: Overview.” Contemporary Poets. Ed. Thomas Riggs. 6th ed.  New York: St. James Press, 1995. Literature Resource Center. Web. 5 Jan. 2010. 
Opposing Viewpoints Online:
Heins, Marjorie, and Christina Cho. "Teaching Media Literacy Is an Alternative to Censorship." Contemporary Issues Companion: Civil Liberties. Ed. Jill Karson. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2006. Gale Opposing Viewpoints in Context. Web. 15 Jan. 2010. 
Virtual Reference Library:

 Schabas, William A. "Crimes Against Humanity." Encyclopedia of Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity. Ed. Dinah L. Shelton. Vol. 1. Detroit: Macmillan, 2005. 209-216. Gale Virtual Reference Library. Web. 11 Jan. 2010.
ONLINE ENCYCLOPEDIAS

Worldbook:

Frederickson, Leigh. “Conservation.” Worldbook Advanced. Worldbook, 2010. Web. 15 Jan. 2010.
POWER LIBRARY

AP Photo Archive:

Weaver, Bruce. “Challenger Explosion.” 28 Jan. 1986. AP Photo Archive. Web. 30 Dec. 2009.

EBSCO
Masterfile Main Edition:

David Browne.  "Harry Potter Is Their Peter Pan." Wall Street Journal 23 Jul 2009, late ed.: A5+ Masterfile Main Edition. Web.  15 Jan. 2010.
SIRS

SIRS Government Reporter

Roe v. Wade.  U.S. 70-18. Supreme Court of the US. 1973. SIRS Government Reporter. Web. 15 January 2010.
SIRS Researcher:

Frick, Robert. “Investing in Medical Miracles.” Kiplinger’s Personal Finance Feb. 1999: 80-87. SIRS Researcher. Web. 14 Jan. 2010.
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